






Tips for teaching inquiry-based learning











1. Introduction

Inquiry-based learning positions students as active researchers rather than passive recipients of knowledge. Instead of acquiring pre-formulated facts, students take responsibility for formulating questions, collecting and analyzing data, and interpreting their findings. This approach fosters critical thinking, curiosity, and independence, while also developing teamwork and communication skills.

In the context of higher education, inquiry-based learning supports a deeper understanding of subject matter, as students learn through experience and active knowledge construction. For this approach to be effective, the learning process must be carefully structured while still allowing sufficient space for student initiative and creativity. The following tips provide concrete guidance for designing inquiry-based teaching:


	Start with an intriguing question or dilemma.

	Guide students in setting research sub-questions.

	Plan the phases and deadlines of the research.

	Ensure a variety of sources and tools.

	Use research diaries.

	Encourage analysis as opposed to mere data collection.

	Finish with reflection and dissemination of results.



You should check an additional resource available at the following link.



2. Teaching inquiry-based learning
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Resource mentioned in text: Datawrappera



3. Conclusion

Inquiry-based learning provides students with opportunities to develop curiosity, research skills, and critical thinking. It emphasizes process as much as product, with the teacher acting as a mentor who supports student autonomy. When inquiry-based activities are carefully structured and accompanied by reflection, students not only gain a better understanding of the content but also acquire valuable skills necessary for academic and professional development. This approach to education fosters active learning in the long term and prepares students to independently face the challenges of the future.
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