


Assistive Technology in Inclusive Education
The Role of Assistive Technology in the Education of Students with Developmental Disabilities
The term "disability" has had various meanings over time. The International Classification of Functioning, Disability and Health (ICF), published by the World Health Organization (WHO, 2001), is a bridge between the medical and social models, as disability is defined as the interplay between a person's health condition and environmental factors that affect their lifestyle. Therefore, disability is understood as a circumstance of negative aspects of the interaction between the individual and their contextual factors, limitations in activity, and barriers to participation. Accordingly, limitations are understood as multiple barriers that restrict the learning and participation of students.
Assistive Technology (AT) is the basis for creating inclusive educational systems in which students with developmental disabilities have access to the same education as their peers who are not limited in their daily activities (Fernández-Batanero et al., 2022).
The UN Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities, in 25 out of a total of 50 articles, shows how AT contributes to the realization of the rights of persons with disabilities. In Article 7 of the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities, which refers to children with developmental disabilities, AT is crucial for supporting social inclusion, education, and achieving developmental milestones in children with developmental disabilities. Furthermore, the application of AT will facilitate social interaction between children with disabilities and their peers and improve social inclusion. Additionally, it is important to emphasize that a connection has been established between the use of AT and better performance of daily living activities outside the classroom (Smith et al., 2022).
[image: Prikaz komunikatora iz Laboratorija za asistivnu tehnologiju Edukacijsko-rehabilitacijskog fakulteta ] Image 2. Example of a high-tech communicator in the Laboratory for Assistive Technology of the Faculty of Education and Rehabilitation Sciences (Link to the ERF Assistive Technology Laboratory page)
The Need for Assistive Technology in Educational Institutions
Ensuring AT resources is very important for the education of students with developmental disabilities.
However, unfortunately, in Croatia, a large part of the necessary quality AT equipment cannot be procured through the social or health care system. On the other hand, in the education system, there are no financial resources provided exclusively for the procurement of AT equipment and/or services.
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